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Communications for insertion next month must reach the Editor not later than the fourth 
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The Editor accepts no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed by 
authors of articles or in speeches at meetings. 


A NEW PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

Tunsy has devoted his pen in spare moments to the writing of some“ Training hints for Toc H 
teams” jn Australia, under the title of Alec Paterson’s Birthday slogan of 1923—“ Feet FIRM, 
Hanns Busy.” A single proof of this pamphlet, printed in Melbourne, recently reached HQ., 
and we reprint it here almost in its entirety—for it seems to be a most opportune gift to us all 
as we take stock, at the Birthday Festival, of a memorable year’s growth and look forward to the 
future of our family. Readers wil notice that it covers much the same ground as TuBBY’S earlier 
pamphlet “ How to build a Branch of Toc H ” (jus revised up-to-date and re-issued by H.Q.), 
but with some delightful fresh touches. 

i Y Dear GREATHEARTS,—You are now a Group of Toc H, five strong in 
initiated members, with a bunch of good man-stuff to draw upon, and 
avenues of work all round waiting to be explored and tackled. It is only by 
the atual adventure which such work provides that a Group really grows 
into a true team spirit. J make the following suggestions for your first few 
months of growth :— 
(1) THe Toc H TEA. 

First have your tucker together, leaving your own worries outside the door, 
and coming to Toc H determined to combine a deep purpose with a light heart. 
You must put every art you know into making this simple meal the most 
enlightening event of the week, full of humour and good-fellowship. Learn to 
look forward to it yourself, and others will soon do ditto. Keep the cost as low, 
and the wit as high, as possible. Regard yourselves as a group of men picnicking 
on active service, a unit genuinely glad at being reunited. Remember that the 
British are only polite to one another when they are angry or bored to tears. 
A handful of chaff works wonders. 

(2) WAITERS, AND Cosr OF TUCKER. 

At all meals in Toc H Marks (Houses) it is a point of honour for the Hostellers 
(the twenty men living in the House) to take it in turns to wait upon the members. 
If numbers are too great to be coped with, others volunteer. On any such 
Guest Night you may see a Bank Manager waiting on a Junior, or a Lawyer 
on a Police-constable, or a Poet on a Postman, or even a League-man on last 


Saturday’s Umpire. 
You want, therefore, to find a place for your tucker where you can do your 


m a a 


own waiting, and sit down at one big table together. As for the cost, announce 
the sum per head required to square it, and those better off will put in a bit 
more (quietly) to cover any deficit on Guests,&c. The cost per head must never 
exceed two shillings. Far better make it one shilling only. The best Branches 
keep the cost down relentlessly. But don’t meet regularly without some sort 
of grub together. There is a real psychological point involved here ; for food 
and friendliness go hand in hand back to the beginning of man’s history, and 
mouth and mind are near neighbours. 


(3) Arrer TEA. 


While members who have been waiting have their own tea, or while the 
clearing-up process is somehow taking place, fill in a few spare minutes before 
you settle down in trying to learn each other’s names, or, still better, nicknames. 
This is important; and if you leave it to chance, some fellows will feel out of 
it all. 

You can easily turn the task into around game. Stand in a circle with a hat 
in the middle. Then number round as if on a mock parade, giving your name 
or nickname, instead of a number. In the second round, starting from the left 
each man gives the name of his right hand neighbour ; or, failing to do so, 
throws a penny in the hat. The General Post, and the name of your right-hand 
neighbour, will have altered, and will probably cost you another penny. This 
system of small fines going to the common fund is useful towards the cost of 
guests on Guest Night, &c. It is a rule in many Branches of Toc H that the 
word “Mister,” used to another member during the meeting, is an insult with 
a penny fine attached to it. 

These forms of foolishness help to break the ice, and are not, therefore, to be 
despised by the truly sagacious. Learning to sing snatches of songs together 
is another cementing process, though painful at first to the sensitive ear. But 
let the chief sufferer become the chief instruétor, and by-and-by a little glee 
party mayemerge to be a fine arrow in the armouryof the Jobmaster, for sending 
to hospitals, and other places where the audience can’t escape. 


(4) GETTING Down To Business. 

In the early stages of a Group—in fatt, for as long as possible—transact your 
business all together, with a minimum of formality and a maximum of speed. 
In avoiding formality a real principle is at stake ; since Toc H is not an organisa- 
tion, but an organism. Speed is similarly vital, as any sense of prolixity is 
painful before middle-age, and, sometimes, even afterward. 

Here, therefore, are three “ don’ts ” to warn you in this regard :— 

(a) Don’t Stand up and make speeches ; sit down and talk sense. 

(b) Don’t have the same Chairman permanently. Chairmanship of a meeting 
passes round in Toc H among all members who are willing to serve for an 
evening. So let the five full members take it turn week by week for the present. 
In some Branches there is an unwritten law against the Padre taking the Chair. 

(c) Put not your trust in Minutes, Resolutions, Amendments, Votes of Thanks 
and all such arid insincerities, in which the Gentiles trust. 
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The Soviet method of wholesale discussion and attion by general consent 
is not to be despised. For a small Group it is both natural and effective ; there- 
fore, agree beforehand among the five of you who is to lead the night’s‘meeting. 


(5) CEREMONY OF LIGHT. aie 

Make a point of helping all present to observe the Sixty Seconds’ Silence with 
real seriousness and sense of purpose. It is not at all a bad plan for the Leader 
to say a word or two of preface before the word “ Light,” reminding those 
present of some outstanding deed or charatter too fine to be forgotten. The 
Seniors in Toc H to-day must remember how remote War now is from the lives 
of the Junior men. Any help, therefore, which can thus be given by a single 
illustration is a real gift towards the traditions from which Toc H first took its 
origin. [Here follow the words of “ Light.” | A t 

The member standing at the switch then turns on the lights again. The 
Leader extinguishes the candle, and everyone sits down again, some (we hope) 
on the floor. Chairs themselves aren’t bad things, but chairs in straight rows 
ate the very devil. 

(6) THE JosMasTER’s TURN COMES. } 

Let the Leader now call on the Jobmaster for a tiny talk. At the end of this 
telegraphic harangue, the Jobmaster will do wisely to ask for a brief report from 
those who have already work in hand, e.g., Scout-work, Newsboys Clubs, 
visiting the hospitals, reformatories, &c. These reports can be given in tabloid 
form, and five minutes spent on each. The Jobmaster will say an occasional 
“Well done!” to the fellow who has found it hard, and quench quickly the 
fellow who has found it easy. He then announces new jobs, and accepts 
volunteers. ‘To start with, some obvious needs like Scouting, Disabled Men, 
and Crippled Children should probably have preference, until members grow 
sufficient in numbers to tackle a wider field. As a matter of every-day wisdom, 
do not put one man on a job of visiting, or, Still less, of wheeling out a spinal 
case. Remember that in Toc H two men working together aren't just twice 
one, but a whole heap more. ; 

Go on with the idea about bringing some disabled men to your Guest Nights, 
and explore all means of getting leave and transport for them. Then let some- 
body with a mathematical mind compute what numbers of fellows would ulti- 
mately be required, if all the Hospitals were to be properly visited, and all the 
other work well done! But merely one hundred fellows, giving some spare 
time in the Toc H spirit, make a happy difference in a big city. 

During the Jobmaster’s innings, no dog may bark and no frivolous issues be 
raised. He is, for the time at least, the audible conscience of Toc H., stirring 
forcibly among the cussedness of things and the lazy carelessness of men. If 
he’s good at his job, he’ll tell a home-truth or two before he hands the Meeting 
back to the Chairman. 

(7) THE SECRETARY-BIRD. š ; 

However primitive the Group, it must have some sort of secretary. So yov’d 
better appoint him now, provisionally, for three months, and start bullying him 
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i insisting on his right to be he 

E Lea that the Secretary is also the To Aii 

pointing out, in this early stage, that the sec y © Treasures, Wen 
bscriptions ate now due. 3 and 


that members’ su 
A.— Subscription. 


SE, Soes 

: an fal 
swing. 
B.—The Journal. 

The one definite fact about costs in Toc H is that every Member, the worl 
over, is expected to subscribe 5s. a year (if he can) to get his own COPY of the 
Journat which is issued month by month from London to the subscriber, 
private address. The “Toc H Journat ” links us all across the map, and lifts 
the bonnet off the enginetoom as nothing else can do. Every Group Teports 
to it, and tries to combine the truth with the need of going one better ‘than 
neighbours. ; 

Nore. 1.—You will be wise to get as many as possible on the fringe of th 
family of Toc H to take the Journaz too. The annual cost to non-members jg 
8s. to Registrar Toc H, 123, St. George’s Square, London, S.W.1. 

Note 2—There’s no need to urge anyone to read it, when they’ve got it: 
if once you start, it will stick to veur fingers. ‘ 


C.—Nowmination Forms. 


The Secretary will also have other books and papers ready for distribution, 
including Application Forms, which should be carefully read and brooded upon 
by intending candidates for membership. 

A long disquisition on the Four Points of our Compass would be out of 
place here, but, briefly, a Candidate pledges himself to : 

1. Build Bravely. 

To be resolute in achieving his own career, without forgetting that his red 
business in life is not what he can do for himself, but what he can do for others. 
He will do his best to build Toc H bravely as a bridge by which he may render 
something more than lip-service to the cause of unselfishness. He will regard 
his share in shaping the Society as a sacred trust, 

2. Love Widely, 

That is, to the Sympathetic study of human nature day by day, and the habit 
of helpfulness and understanding towards all sorts and conditions of men. 
3. Think Fairly, 

He is pledged to a habit ot mental chivalry, whereby he will not be ov 
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h his condemnation of any Cause h 
inded in his judgment 
After all, the ot 


7 it 
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Je-m Te i 
ure positiveness. 
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Onesly y 
Of great iss A 


her Sa 


Pheld ; but wili father be 
may Bet prejudice and 

ool. ; 7 be neither knave nor 
Witness Humbl J. 
he great thing is to spread the week 
. that supreme conviction. In Toc H 

ying the contagion quietly ; 
pitho#t preaching it. ; The point h 
ords are merely spoken. — 
v Candidates for Membership of Toc H will weigh the F 
god please not swallow them whole. IF and when 4 y 
Japet, and hand it in. Month by month 
numbers of full (initiated) members, 
most require. Four to six initiations a month is 4 fair ay. 
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ur Points carefully, 
de, they will sign the 
add carefully to their 
ates whose help they 
erage of increase. 

(8) Inrrtarron, 


Once a month, on Guest Nights, the simple Rj ae 
thus over the Rush-light, following at oie on ie Ge ay ee 
follow the words of Inztiation.] y ight. [Here 

(a)—While working with a Rush-light (i.¢,, before the Group hav i 
Lamp and become a Branch of Toc H), the words of the Coreen ae 

(b)}—These words should be committed to memory by the Candidate before- 
hand. Each Initiation may be well conducted by the member las initiated. 

(c)}—Both Chairman and Candidate uplift the Rush-light (subsequently the 
Lamp) from the table, holding it with their hands on either side. 

(¢)—Upon replacing it on the table, the Chairman will give the newly initiated 
member the Right Hand of working fellowship in Toc H, and then place in his 
button-hole the disc of the Lamp, his emblem henceforth of full membership. 
The new member should then sign the Roll, kept in a worthy book. 

(e)—Toc H is not a secret Society ; and Guests, as wellfas members, can be 
present at Initiation. 

Note.—True tac, but un flinching catefulness, must be used in regard to member- 
ship of Toc H. The standard must be jealousy guarded ; and a sper 
not merely negative, charaSter required. Slackness in this will imperil the whole 

Ovement in Australia; and it is better to ei heart-burnings than to consent 
too readily to push forward this or that candidate. avkee 

Toc H fas HON deal in common with Freemasonry ; aad two membe aa 
bad terms with one another will both absent themselves ena ee i 
I complete. No movement is strong enough to remain for ev 


MEETINGS. 
ERENT Kinps OF MEE A 
(9) DIFFER y free to experiment. 


This paper is hints, not orders; and you are particular] oa 
But the ful members (at least) of each Group ought to meet weekly w aa 
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fail. On the other hand, the Meeting need not take the whole evening. Only 
the Guest Night proper, once a month, requires all the time there is. My sugges- 
tion, for what it is worth, is as follows :—For the first three weeks, meet for 
a definitely limited time, say, tea and an hour after it, e.g., from 6 or 6.30 
to 7-30 0r 8 p.m. Vary the meetings after this fashion :— 

First Week : Spend half an hour hard-going by question and answer, dis- 
cussion, debate, &c., on hammering out the facts about Toc H, and Australianis- 
ing the ideas and methods. Every member must know the historic facts, and 
be able to answer questions about its origin and aim. Most members should train 
themselves to make a bit of a speech about Toc H. Here’s the time to practise, 
and get criticised, and so get better. A cyclostyled or printed State JOURNAL 
of Toc H is a bit of real fun and does yeoman service to the Group. Do a 
Study-circle on a number of the big JOURNAL, or on some book or balance-sheet ; 
or (best of all) on the Toc H “ Treasury of Prayers.” 

Second Week : Make it praéical. Possibly a visit together to some Hospital, 
Boys’ Club, Settlement, or Public Works worth seeing for yourselves. A small 
body can do a bit of corporate research like this without getting the Riot A& 
read; and you may be sure your visit will be welcomed and wondered at 
People get used to being forgotten ; more’s the pity. Get out of doors together, 
and look them up. 

Third Week: After tea, fix up the details of the Guest Night ; who are to 
come beside the Guest of the Evening (who has, of course, been booked long 
ago); how the evening had best be spaced out in time ; who will open the dis- 
cussion, and who will stop it; what impromptus are to be prepared, and what 
preparations left to the spur of the moment. Then go into committee about 
the best way to spread Toc H elsewhere ; Groups in the smaller townships ; 
scattered members up country—getting Toc H known to all men, and not too 
much misunderstood. A Progress Report, in fact; only mind that it is one. 
If your Group are aspiring to a House by and by, now’s the time to begin 
enquiring about likely Hostellers at present living in lodgings, tracking them 
down and roping them in as guests, and subsequently considering them as 
candidates. 

Fourth Week: The Guest Night. This is your Gala Night, on which the 
spirit of Toc H has got to get across to your invited Guests, and so to the world 
at large. They must go home happy, full of hope, but not of hops ; humming 
“ Rogerum,” and fishing for another invitation soon. Senior Men (explain it 
to them plainly) can become General Members of Toc H; that is, without the 
obligation of aétive Branch Membership under the lash of the Jobmaster; 
somewhat remote, it is true, but there in reserve when their word of introduction 
to the Staff, or their signature (on a banker’s oblong slip) is wanted. But you’ve 
got to win them first ; and a good Guest Night will go further than anything. 
I won’t descend to detail here. Read the account of the first Guest Night at 
Wellington, N.Z., printed as an appendix, and you'll see the sort of thing 
to build and improve upon. [Extraffs from this account appeared in the Ofober 
JOURNAL, $. 289.—ED.]. 
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(10) THE Papre’s INNINGS. 


No, I haven’t forgotten him. Is it likely ? By the essential constitution 
of Toc H, reinforced by a further Resolution of its Council in 1924, every Group 
of Toc H wus have its appointed Padre. He is as essential as the Jobmaster ; 
so that’s that! Get busy and appoint him. If you wish it, you are gladly free 
to appoint more than one Padre. In faé, this is done in many Groups, and 
nearly all Branches. But the two * or more official Padres must not be of the 
same denomination. Apart from the appointed Padres, there can, of course, 
be other Clergy and Ministers in Toc H as ordinary members or attending as 
candidates for membership. They have often a special knowledge of avenues 
of service, and enjoy the atmosphere of a group meeting as much as other men. 
When a further stage is reached, and a whole-time Padre is appointed, you will 
still need your voluntary part-time Padre to your Group or Branch; for the 
whole-time Padre will be moving about a good deal all over the State, and not 
confined to the work of any one Group. 

At Home, we distinguish the whole-time Chaplain by the title of the “ Soccer” 
(or Association) Padre, as against the Branch or Group Padre, who is some- 
thing else in his working times. Now the Padre is there to help the Group 
to keep in touch with the Christian God, for whom they are hoping to do a 
hand’s turn of work here and there, where they think they may. 

Every meal in Toc H must begin with Grace, viz. : “God bless these things 

to our use, and Toc H to His service.” 
_As the evening draws to its close, the Padre will surely ask that the Rush- 
light be lit once more—if there’s no Warriors’ Chapel (as at Newcastle, N.S.W.) 
to go to—and commend the work to the Master of all good workmen. Family 
Prayers in Toc H are not an uneasy process, and are, of course, wholly voluntary. 
But the mob wouldn’t miss them for the worlds. More often than not, they 
are led by men who have no intention whatever of putting their big collar-stud 
at the back of their necks ; doctors or swagmen or anyone you will. In a 
rented room, before Toc H has its own premises, we just blot out trivialities 
by lowering the lights once more, and so stand together for our prayers + 
which come quite happily after “ Rogerum ” or any other nonsense. ‘There’s 
always work to be prayed about ; and the more we have on hand, the firmer our 
feet must be. 


So We Go FORWARD. 


In years to come, when Toc H is as natural a possession as the sunshine to 
young Australians, some of you will look back on these early days up hill 
and be sorry that they are gone into the never-never land of middle-aged 
memories. Yet you'll be glad too—yes, mighty glad !—that you were in at the 
birth of Toc H Australia, and played your part in building it so bravely. 


* Toc H, Mark I, Winnipeg, has five, including an R.C. Chaplain for R.C. Members. 


} Toc H may not organise Corporate Communion between members of different denominations; but the Padres 
will arrange for their “ ain folk " in a Group or Branch to have regular opportunities of meeting in this, the greatest 


of all possible ways, 
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TWO LETTERS FROM PAT 


ADELAIDE, October 10, 1925. 


T WAS in the train steaming Westwards towards Perth, when a wire overtook me, “ The 

Cathay not touching at Fremantle—you must catch her at Adelaide.” So out of the train 
I had to tumble and return once more to Adelaide, and the friends I had kissed good-bye 
48 hours before. Now, all being well, we go aboard on Thursday, and so good-bye Australia. 

Since I wrote I’ve been running around quite a bit. In Sydney I had 35 minutes at the 
Broadcasters, made a final effort to explain Toc H, and said good-bye. Thenon to Melbourne, 
feeling like St. Paul on his second missionary journey confirming the Churches he had founded 
in Asia Minor. 

Melbourne is going ahead well, and now has three Groups working and meeting on different 
nights. The last Group is mainly Baptist—at least, it has a Baptist Padre and meets on 
Baptist ground, but is like any other Group, inter-denominational. My last Saturday in 
Melbourne we had a very jolly picnic—about 40 members and their lasses, plus billy-cans and 
tucker, bags and cameras, set off into the bush. We were helped on our journey in open 
carriages on an antiquated narrow gauge railway, but the last part was on Shanks’ mate in 
dense forest and up a Stoutish hillside. Arrived at the top, we lit our fire, and immediately it 
began to raina. I’m beginning to doubt, after all, that Australia is a land of drought. Rainor 
no rain, however, we had an uproarious time, and finally got home long after closing time. 

From Melbourne I went to Geelong and got together the beginnings of a good Group. The 
local Scout Commissioner is the best rich young man in Vigtoria, and with his help and his 
Rovers we got a moveon, His Rovers, as a matter of faét, are Toc H in all but name. A late 
Captain of Geelong Grammar School is the Secretary, also a Scoutmaster. Among other places 
I talked Toc H to the local Girls’ School ; and then was invited to witness their sports. I stood 
it as long as I could, and then challenged the winners toa race. Tremendous excitement, Í can 
tell you—squeals of joy and hearty British cheers. However, I just managed to lurch home 
first, with an inch or two to spare. After that they all took my photo and subscribed £8 or 
more to Toc H. So apparently there are more ways of killing a cat than choking it with cream. 

Melbourne, I forgot to tell you, has started a Toc H paper called the Forerunner. It is the 
forerunner to an all-Australian Toc H Journal to be called Light. I’m enclosing the second 
issue, to be preserved in the archives. The distances in Australia are so immense that the 
Groups at Perth and Brisbane, for example, are further apart than Liverpool and Toronto. A 
family journal is essential if the scattered members are to keep in touch with each other. 

Padre Hayes is going strong in Melbourne. He has really donc marvellous work in preparing 
the way, and has made quite a reputation as a speaker. Formerly he was a missionary in 
Egypt, and for two years lived as a native and went in daily terror of his life. At a Missionary 
Exhibition in Melbourne Toc H took an aétive part in the Egypt section, disguised as camels 
and as Fellahs. The last night prizes were given to the best-sustained charaéter. Padre Hayes 
got first prize as a Coptic Priest, though, as he pointed out, he had spent most of his time in the 
Exhibition leading the rest of the a€tors in the highest form of Moslem Worship. 

Mark Robinson, whom we had with us in N.Z., is now whole-time Jobmaster in Adelaide. 
He’s an absolute fizzer—two bars to his M.C. during the war. Then a year at Knutsford to test 
his vocation, then out to N.Z. with half-a-dozen of his club boys, to see them safely settled on 
the land. Some Greatheart, I can tell you. 

I shall be home soon after you get this. Already I’m counting the days to December 19. 
What ho for our merry meeting that night ! 

Part. 
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S.S. Cathay, en route to Colombo, 
20-10-725. 

Once more I’m aboard the lugger, wallowing our unhappy way across the Great Australian 
Bight. _The nearest land to the South is the great ice barrier that guards the South Pole. A 
big sea is running—mountain and valley in endless succession—and we foolishly are Steaming 
across it, so that our motion is enough to cause everything to come up except the moon. The 
popular opinion of the Bight is that the normal passenger has six meals a day—three down and 
three up. Many of my fellow-adventurers are proving the correétness of this opinion. I, 
Strange to say, have not missed a meal in either sense of the word, but that does not mean to 
say that I’ve felt or am feeling the complete sailor. Pm still most uncertain as to the fate of 
each and every meal. Between times we are trying to photograph the wily albatross ; flocks 
of them have been following us since we got out of sightofland. Ihad no idea that they were 
anything like as big as they are; most of them have a wing span of nine feet, some even more. 
My fellow-passengers are a mixed lot. A British Naval man returning from two years of lent 
service in the Australian Navy, a party of young people bound for Switzerland and the Winter 
sports. A Calcutta Judge enjoying his vacation in a trip to Sydney and back, several Anglo- 
Indians, Doctors, Civil Servants, and Soldiers, and last, but not least, the ex-Governor-General 
and Lady Forster. I am aéting as their Domestic Chaplain on board—most amusing. The 
passengers who want to know them, make up to me and then ask me to introduce them. The 
P. & O. Company refused to allow the Cathay to risk being attacked by the strikers in Fre- 
mantle, and decided to sail dire€&t from Adelaide to Colombo. I therefore had to board her at 
Adelaide, and had no time to fulfil my engagementsin Perth. It is a great disappointment, for 
among other things I was going to have two heétic days in the Goldfields at Kalgoorlie, where 
the local Mayor was preparing to give me a Civic Reception and take me down a mine, and I 
know not what else. 

Pm hoping to see Tubby’s well-known figure on the quay at Colombo, and ccase to be a 


Pilgrim on my own. 
Par. 


FRAGMENTS FROM F.M.S., CEYLON AND INDIA 


WE shall have to wait until the Pilgrims’ return for the full stories of Pat and Lord 
V Forster in Ceylon, and of Tubby and Geoffrey Tetley in the Federated Malay States. 
Writing on Guy Fawkes’ Day to “ Top ” Baxter (editor of the Australian Toc H Forerunner, 
see page 340), Tubby says: “ The Malatian was, as you know, late in starting, aad would have 
been still further delayed in getting into Singapore. . . . As time ran on faster. than the boat 
we had to leave it, to go on shore at Sourabaya, and hired a brand-new ‘ Studebaker’ on the 
sporting proposition of £50 or nothing forja drive of 615 miles to Batavia. We started on this 
wild journey at 8 p.m. on the Friday night, and reached Batavia at 3.45 p.m. the next day, 
averaging, with two punctures and a broken spare wheel, 38 miles an hour throughout, and 
this in a country which has a population of 35 millions (most of them sleeping on the road). 
At Batavia we just caught the Singapore boat,so we were only two days late with our pro- 
gramme. Toc H in Singapore is difficult, but going to be triumphant . . . From Singapore 
we went up-country into the F.M.S., and had Meeting after Meeting at the end of each day ; 
some very happy journeyings among those quite delightful planters, police, railway men, 
and administrative officials. There is a really fne Branch right up-country at Teluk Anson, 
and a series of groups now going strong at places like Kuala Lumpur. It is all very 
healthy, happy, and encouraging. We kicked off again by way of Penang, where, unfortun- 
ately, we only got a few hours, but I think Col. White there will see Toc H happen without a 
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We then travelled to oF ane on a Japanese bed 

E ting of Toc H in Ceylon comes from newspaper cuttin g ` 

ie a of OEE 18, 24, and 26, and from a letter home to his family fom 

tie E Ford (late Oxford Branch, then of Trinity College, aoe sA ai oni wee fron 

= Tubby and Pat). The Observer reports, at a column length, ul by’s firs meetin 

cn lecture in the Royal College Hall, Colombo, on Oétober 23. Bobs describe ra 

ig with Tubby, who missed one train, broke down on the next, and arrived b i 
meeting 


i i y the thi 
Tubby was not the only distinguished guest at the time, as the King and Queen of the Ba ud 
were visiting Ceylon. “ Bobs 


» describes the royal reception (including a refractory clephany 

si ith the Queen.” The event of October 2; w j 

+ attended and “ had a good yarn wit o 3 va 
oi welcome organised by the Comrades of the Great War: about 300 attended, att 
« the lantern le€ture held them all right.” Saturday was full of interviews and committer 
meetings, and on Sunday night, after two sermons, a “ cabinet meeting,” and a supper at the 


doubt or know the reason why. 


» 


Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Institute, Tubby was “ almost in a state of collapse, but it was a day of 


; achievement.” Monday’s meeting was a disaster owing to a tropical storm whic 
atoi the road away so that Tubby arrived ten minutes after the meeting had beak 
up. There were several smaller meetings on Tuesday, and on Wednesday Pat and Lord 
Forster were due to arrive and address the multitude. “ Pm really fairly hopeful,” writes 
« Bobs,” “ about Toc H in the island, but its been pretty stiff going. 

Tubby left for India on O&ober 30, and Pat a few days later. Of progress there we know 
little beyond a cable from Tubby and a paragraph in The Times, dated November 19, the day 
after Tubby and Pat had left Calcutta for Bombay. “Considerable progress, says the Tames 
correspondent, “ has been made by the movement in Calcutta, and a representative All-India 
Council, with headquarters in Calcutta and a permanent office with a registrar, is now being 
formed. ‘Their departure from the station was marked by the singing of the familiar Toc H 
songs.” None of us need an explanation of the last sentence. 


THE NEW MARK VI 


7 TOHE history of the Birmingham house is different from the others. The Branch started in 

J early 1923 by sharing Cathedral House with the Birmingham Boys’ andGirls’ Union, raising 
locally enough to furnish as memorial rooms the share of the house allotted to it. The arrange- 
ment never worked really well, for there was not enough room for either Toc H or the Union. 
But it helped Toc H through the difficult foundation years, and enabled it to make many con- 
tatts with keen people. When Birmingham was ready to look for a house of its own, Head- 
quarters was quite unable to help financially. Birmingham went on by itself, and has now 
occupied 77, Clifford Street, Lozells—a “ redundant pub.” known as “ The Alhambra ”—and 
converted it into as jolly a Toc H House as anyone could wish to see. The bar has become the 
messtoom, quiet room and padre’s office—for Oogaf really files his papers; the big room 
upstairs, which the Foresters and Buffaloes used to haunt, is now the lounge ; and the cellar 
where the beer used to lie is the “ Little Cellar Chapel of Arras ”—even more beautiful than 
it was in Newhall Street—the power house, as its Free Church Padre called it, of Toc H, 
Birmingham. The care and skill of an architect member has cunningly turned an old factory 
building into a range of bedrooms, and there is room for 18 men under normal, and for more 
under “ service,” conditions. The house is well-placed, right in a poor area, but close to the 
trams and not too far from the city. What will strike the visitor most, I think, is the care and 
skull given to all the details. Very many have contributed, and not a room fails to show that 
this is no residential hostel, but a “ House that Love built.” 
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aday, November 13—SO confident 
4 Bishop of Birmingham, who i 
of engagements from attending, 
wer), already a tried friend of 
, agreed to open the House, and Bishop Ta 
Pi apel. The crowd of members and friends 


is Bitmi 


F 
a s chairm 


e Lor 


the nds more 


' aan had to stand—and there was standi 


n the Chapel with which the evening 
J remember the quiet and convincin 
n a place set apart for ‘ 


service 1 


L His name, 
amp, and the Varn 


tethren, Ps of Bromsgrove 


(E. E, Fenn), who 


might have in a great community, 
m, of the heartfelt interest of H.R.H, 
uld be a home in which many young 


; Then Bishop Talbot nany 
justly proud of what it had done for itself, had the joy of eee a b ind Binig gham, 


tradition of Toc H, with the story of Gilbert, with Neville who i “« . 
Tubby into Pop.” The Bishop spoke specially of the new ees a ert aoe 
this year into the observance of the Armistice. And as he talked to us he made us veal 
that the little ceremony of Light is no merely effettive piece of ritual, that the power of a preat 
sacrifice was never meant to die, but that we can only make it ours by first facing it, and then 
by truly trying to make our own lives like the reality of those lives we remember and honour. 

Then when the General Secretary had talked for a time, trying to demonstrate that “ head- 
quarters ” was really interested in Toc H and in Birmingham, Oogaf moved the vote of thanks. 
He spoke of all that had gone to the building of the new home, of struggles and difficulties, 
of work done for the “ down and out,” of failures and successes, of how it had all been worth 
while. The Free Church Padre, ‘ Why Not” (Rev. A Parsons), supported Oogaf, talking 
of his own hopes for Toc H in Birmingham, and how the cellar chapel had been, and would 
always be, the heart of the house. Alderman Percival Bower spoke again, quite simply, 
in a room full of friends, of his early days, of the little service in the cellar, of what prayer had 
been to him in a hard and strenuous life. ‘Then the guests scattered to see the house, and the 
hostellers at last were able to sit down to supper soon after 11. 

Those of us who were left met again in the Power House in the morning, with a to be 
thankful for, and to pray for. Perhaps we thought specially of the new me a TEE 
Aires, of Australia, of the beginning of Toc H in country villages 3 me eigen for 
TA in grimmer villages, among slagheaps, in the North. But we thought o oie) 

ark VI truly “ belongs.” F PA aa Dds 

Those of us—how mae there are [who have watched Oogaf’s H 4. Birine 
the start, and especially those who have koown for long of me per ae Birmingham. 
in Manchester, can rejoice whole-heartedly at all he has built Bai already strong enough to 

ad we can be glad, too, that he is going to a city where Toc © ave one of ours fo pay when 
help him. Manchester Toc H is always paying its debts. It wil a p. W.M. 

gaf goes to his great new parish. 343 
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EVERYMAN’S STORY,—-I. KELHAM 


It ù proposed to publish in the JOURNAL, from time to time, short articles about undertakings of 
the most varied kind, the ideals and life and work of which have something in common with our own 
in Toc H. The writers will have firft-hand knowledge of their subjett, and will be asked to express 
quite freely their own point of view on religious and other questions, in the confidence that what they 
tell us will be received in the “ Toc H spirit.” By listening to “ Everyman s story? we shall get 
rid of some misunderftandings, lessen the distance between ourselves and men who are really 
working tothe same ends, and “ help the truth to prevail.” 

The first article of the series deals with the Society of the Sacred Mission at Kelham, and ts 
written by an associate Sudent of the Society. 


ROBABLY many readers would be interested to learn something of the 

life at the House of the Sacred Mission, Kelham, especially as the S.S. M. 

Quarterly is to be found on Toc H reading-room tables. There are some Toc H 

members at Kelham, and everyone there has the opportunity of reading the 
Journat for himself. 

The word “ Kelham ” is actually the name of a small village near Newark in 
Nottinghamshire, but is generally applied to the Religious Community whose 
correct title is the Society of the Sacred Mission, and to the Theological College 
which is the chief outcome of its work. The origin of the Society, briefly stated, 
was as follows: In 1890 Bishop Corfe was sent on a new Mission to Corea, and 
badly needed a staffof workers. A dozen menof different trades volunteered, and 
all except one of these drew back at the very beginning of the training which was 
considered necessary for them before leaving England. The Rev. H. H. Kelly, 
who was asked to undertake the supervision of the training, soon conceived the 
idea of a Religious Community as the most fitting solution of the difficulty, and 
in spite of many disappointments and apparent failures the Society of the Sacred 
Mission came into being. After afew years the direct association with the Corean 
Mission ceased, the original aim having been accomplished, and as numbers were 
now increasing, the Society moved from London to Mildenhall, Suffolk, in 1897, 
and there was formulated more definitely the object of providing a long and 
thorough training for ordination for suitable men who, by reason of lack of 
means, would otherwise be unable to be used by the Church in thisway. In 1903 
another move was made to a still larger House at Kelham. These faéts are but 
a bare outline of the story which is given in full by the Founder in his book, 
“ An Idea in the Working ” (H. H. Kelly, S.S.M. Press). 

The underlying principles of the Toc H Movement, service and brotherhood, 
are equally those of Kelham, the motto of which (Ad gloriam Dei in Ejus volun- 
tate—“ To the glory of God in His will”), expresses the ideal of living to the 
glory of God in the accomplishment of His will. It is this fa&t which causes all 
work to be regarded as Divine Service, so that no separation exists between the 
so-called sacred and secular. George Herbert’s fine words—‘‘ Who sweeps a 
room, as for thy laws, makes that and the action fine ”—_might have been written 
for Kelham. ‘There are no servants, the domestic work being shared by tutors 
and Students together. The only exception to this is in the case of certain forms 
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of skilled work, such as cooking and carpentry, which are done by regular manual 
workers living under Community Rule; all partake in the duties of scrubbing 
and sweeping, washing up dishes, looking after fires, digging in the garden, pre- 
paring vegetables for the kitchen, and the serving of tables. There is naturally 
no distin€tion in status between students and manual workers, as all are engaged 
on God’s work. 

Here I would point out the faé that the students are drawn from many and 
diverse walks of life—some have been in trade or in offices, others have been 
miners, some teachers ; a few are men who have taken degrees at Universities, 
but more numerous are those whose previous education has not gone beyond 
that which is given in clementary schools. It is therefore not a little remarkable 
that a hundred men, whose former employment and interests have been so diver- 
gent, should live together as members of one family, having, in spite of differences 
of outlook and temperament, one aim—the service of God in the Church. Class 
distinctions are entirely non-existent, and the unity of the common life is empha- 
sised by the use by all of the same dress, cassock, girdle, and scapular. The rule 
which forbids rooms being privately furnished, while making for simplicity, has 
the effe& of preventing the possibility of display on the part of any students 
possessed of more pecuniary advantages than some of their fellows, as this would 
obviously be subversive of the communal spirit. 

The minimum period of training is four years, and the majority of students 
go out to ordinary parish work after ordination, but a good proportion join the 
Society with the intention of living as members of the Community for life, under 
the threefold rule of poverty, celibacy, and obedience, working either in parishes 
or in the mission field or as tutors in the College. 

_ People who have never been to Kelham often have amusing conceptions of the 
life. One friend said to me before I came: “ I hear you’re going somewhere 
where you aren’t allowed to ta/e! You won't lose your sense of humour, will 
you?” Twould assure anyone who is subject to ideas of this kind that Kelham 
is the last place where such a thing is likely to happen. In faét, if anyone were 
to come without a sense of humour, I think he would either develop one very 
soon, or leave precipitately. 3 

Another friend, to whom I sent a photograph of the House, wrote: “ Kelham 
looks delightful. I had mentally pi@ured high walls and frowning battlements, 
narrow slits for windows, and penitential cells!” 

Many are frightened by what they have heard of the hardness of the work. 
Thus, a young workman, under whose direétion I was helping lay a concrete 
border round one of the Lodges in order to keep out the damp, told me he would 
not have our life if we offered him £1,000 a week! It is not often nowadays that 
one finds a man of his type admitting that anyone works harder than he does, 
but he rejoiced in being free after 5 p.m. each day, and in being able to indulge 
in three dances a week, whereas we have on most days, following an afternoon 
spent in manual work or football (cricket or tennis in summer), to spend the 
evening until 9.30 in study, with a break for dinner, wash-up, and Evensong. So 
many people seem to think that plenty of work spells misery. On the contrary, 
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the wise way in which the day is portioned off for worship in Chapel, manual 
work, studies, and sports undoubtedly is a great factor in making the time pass 
quickly. It would be foolish to deny that one finds the life something of a 
strain at times, especially towards the end of a fifteen-weck term, but if it were 
not so it would hardly be an adequate preparation for vigorous parish work here- 
after. And it is not without significance that all who come to Kelham on a visit 
ate impressed with the predominating sense of happiness. 

Our visitors are by no means confined to the Anglican Church. Not infre- 
quently a Nonconformist minister or Student comes to sec for himself the life 
of which he has heard, perhaps, by meeting some of our members at the camp of 
the Student Christian Movement at Swanwick. Occasionally we are visited by 
an ecclesiastic or a layman of the Eastern Church, or even by a Roman Catholic. 
Every now and then, also, we have the advantage of meeting and listening to 
those of other races, who relate to us their first-hand experiences of the work 
of the Church in their own lands. 

I have spoken above of time allotted for worship iz Chape/, and have done so 
advisedly, for we do not consider that worship in its widest sense is limited to 
that which is offered liturgically. Surely the true Christian conception, arising 
out of a belief in the Incarnation, regards every department of life as holy. This 
is why just over a year ago, before using some new football fields which we had 
ourselves prepared with much digging and rolling, we went out in procession and 
the fields were solemnly blessed, censed, and aspersed. This was not a mere 
piece of fancy ritualism, but an outward expression of our belief in the sanétity 
of every activity. Fr. H. H. Kelly gave a very happy little address, in which 
he emphasised the faé that, in football, we are making use of divinely given 
faculties. He put in a welcome and unexpected word for those who could not 
play well. “ If you are a Rabbit, don’t be disheartened! Remember that you 
are as God made you, and He knows best how to make use of you. But don’t 
be more of a Rabbit than you can help!” 

And then, with regard to manual work. Our friends are inclined sometimes 
to pity us for having to do what they consider “ menial” tasks. But surely 
our Lord Himself has shown us for all time, both by example and teaching, the 
dignity of all kinds of labour. Moreover, the man who has had to work with 
pickaxe and with scrubbing-brush will obviously have a little genuine insight 
into the lives of the navvy and the charwoman in his parish, which would other- 
wise, perhaps, be less easy to acquire. And there is, after all, an element of 
romance in wrestling with a Greek discourse by one of the Ancient Fathers within 
an hour or so of cleaning out a pigstye, or in writing an essay on some early 
heresy while about one’s hands there lingers, in spite of washing, the subtle 
fragrance of the onions which one has been peeling for the houschold dinner. 

It must not be thought, however, that the spiritual side is, Martha-like, 
neglected through overmuch preoccupation with “ active ” work. On the con- 
trary, the whole of the life is based on Prayer, and it is indeed this faét alone 
which makes it possible to be lived. ‘The Chapel is in a very real sense the centre 
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from which is drawn the power necessary for carrying out the duties of each day. 
The principal services are Matins, Mass, Sext, Evensong, and Compline, with the 
addition of Prime, Terce, and None for the members of the Society. There ts a 
time set apart for Meditation, and there are work-prayers after tea. Sundays 
and greater Holy Days are marked by High Mass and Solemn Evensong, when 
the music is enriched by a piano and a violin in addition to the organ. Kelham 
Plainsong is noted ; a recent visitor belonging to the Roman Catholic Church 
exclaimed : “ Vous chantez comme les anges!” 7 

I have only attempted here a post-impressionist pićture of some of the aspećts 
of our life. Perhaps some Toc H men would be sufficiently interested to attend 
one of the Kelham Reunion Meetings, which are held each October in the Church 
House, Westminster, when they would have the opportunity of talking with 
members of the House. I hope, however, that I have at least succeeded in show- 
ing that the life at Kelham, though outwardly rather different from the ordinary, 
is really not so very freakish as popular imagination supposes, and that we, like 
the members of Toc H, are endeavouring to enter into the great adventure of a 
life marked by service and fellowship. PAF 


HEADQUARTERS CALLING! 


For INFORMATION AND NECESSARY ACTION, PLEASE. 


Central Council—The Central Executive have arranged that the last meeting of the present 
Council shall be held in London at Mark I, on April 17, 1926, at 2 p.m. Will Branches please 
note, and will Councillors book this date? Full notices will be sent out later. 

Branch and Group Padres.—The following regulation has been made by the Central Execu- 
tive as regards Bra aches, and an exactly similar regulation has been made by the Administrator 
and Administrative Padre as regards Groups : 

“ Every Branch of Toc H shall appoint at least one Padre to be Padre of the Branch, 
and, on the occurrence of a vacancy, shall make a fresh appointment. Ali such appoint- 
ments shall require confirmation by the Central Executive, and, save in the most excep- 
tional cases, such confirmation will not be given unless the Padre is a fully-qualified priest 
or minister of the Christian religion, of any denomination. The Padre (or when there is 
more than one, one of the Padres seleéted by the Branch) shall be a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Branch, but shall not be Chairman.” 

This is not a new rule, but a restatement of an existing rule. It has to be made in this form 
because of the amendments made this year in the Charter. 

Association Padres.—There is now a clear distinétion made between Association Padres who 
are appointed by the Central Executive, subje& to confirmation by the Central Council, and 
are “ Principal Officers” of the whole society, and Branch and Group Padres, who are 
appointed under the regulation just quoted, and belong to their own Branches or Groups. 

The “ Soccer”? Padres are (they must have their proper names in this formal statement)— 
Revs. M. P. G. Leonard, H. F. Sawbridge, L. G. Meade, R. H. Royle (honorary), W. E. Drury 
(honorary), H. J. Hawkins, A. Birkmire,G. L. Williams, C. W. Hutchinson (honorary), George 
Moore and K. McFarland (both on the staff of All Hallows), G. F. MacLeod, T. Garaway, 
T. C. C. Brochner, E, Harrison (part-time), and R. H. L. Slater (honorary); also, overseas, 
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H. E. E. Hayes (Australia), P. McN. Grant (U.S.A.), and C. L. Barnacle Brown (New Zealang 
ieee proper title in Toc H is now Founder Padre, and Herbert Fleming is catryin 
Hon. Administrative Padre, the work he has been doing for us since April, 1924. E On 
© Adminifirator and General Secretar y—I am now called Administrator (I did not choose thi 
heavy word), and Ronald Grant General Secretary. This is mainly a change of names, thoy 
the division of work Ronald and I have alceady made between us will be carried a little furthe, 
therwise we just go on as we were. 
Lae cine De Lrieri to HO.—It will be a real convenience to us if letters to HOw 4 
addressed by name (save when they are really personal), but to the General Secretary or i 
Registrar ; or, if they are on London business, to the London Secretary or London Jobmaste 
P. WM 


THE BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL 1925 


FICHE time-table of the Birthday Festival is repeated, for the last time, on the inside 
front cover of this issue, facing p. 333, together with directions how to reach the 
Royal Albert Hall, All Hallows, &c., Members are asked to study all this carefully with the 
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Some changes and additions in the detail of arrangements call for special remark :— 


THE BIRTHDAY CONFERENCE. 


1. The Conference, as already notified, is for the appointed delegates of Branches (3 each) 
and Groups (2 each) only. 

2. The Agenda of the Conference : As this is the one great opportunity of the year for the 
representatives of all Branches and Groups to put their heads together, it is clearly advisable 
to consider large issues of policy, rather than small details of prattice. The fa& that during 
the year Toc H has “ gone round the world ” Suggests that the Conference should concentrate 
on thinking whether Toc H is really doing its job. The Four Points of the Compass set out 
our ideals in the form best known to members, but to consider them all would take much mote 
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(9 De mied instructions to bearers of Lamps, Rushlights and Banners have been issued to all 
Peaches and Groups in a circular addressed to Secretaries. Bearers, please read carefully. 


(d) A souvenir Programme, with a covet printed in colours, a synopsis of the Masque, and 
the complete Roll of the Lamps, will be on sale in the Albert Hall on the night. Itis the same 
size as this JOURNAL, So that members can bind it with their annual volume and thus preserve 
a permanent record. 


SERVICES AT ALL HALLOWS. 


(a) Owing to the very large number of members who have notified their intention of making 
their Communion at All Hallows on Sunday morning, the times of the celebrations will now be 
modified, and rhree instead of two will be held—at 8 a.m., 8.45 a.m., and 9.45 a.m. 

(b) No trains on the Metropolitan, District, or Tube Railways start early enough on Sunday 
morning to get members to All Hallows by 8 o'clock, but all those who live near enough or bave 
other means of travelling are asked to attend the first service, if possible. If more members arrive 
for the second service than the Church can accommodate, those who come last will be asked to 
wait for the third service. 

(c) There will also be at All Hallows, short prayer and a sermon b 
a.m., and Evensong at 6.30 p.m. ? 2 : 

(d) Breakfast will be He in A BC shops near All Hallows after each Tee we 
and breakfast tickets will be handed to those who want them at the door of the : 
tickets must be shown at the A BC, and a payment of 1s. 6d, made. he Chapel at Mark I 

h Communion service 1m the P 

Nore.—The arrangements for the Free Church commu’ -heir own arrangements for 
remain as previously announced. Members attending will make 
breakfast, Á 


y a Toc H padre at 11.30 


LUNCH ONS ant, 58, Bishopsgate, E.C.2 
Lunch willbe served at 12.45 p.m. on Sunday, at ae ar 25. Those who have given 
(opposite the Abercorn Rooms, Liverpool Street Station), at $ has had to guarantee payment 
in their names are asked not to change their minds, as Toc 
to the caterer, 39 
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THE THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 

Owing to the uncertainty of the weather and other difficulties, ithas been decided to cancel 
the assembly of members on Tower Hill and the procession to Southwark Cathedral, Members 
will go dire& to the Cathedral, arriving not later than 2.45 p.m. 

No space is available for non-members ; Toc H and L.W.H. are asked to have their member- 
ship cards ready to show at the doors, if requested. 

(For the Rover CONFERENCE on Sunday afternoon, sce page 352.) 


BILLETS. 

Visiting members who have asked for billets to be provided will be accommodated at the 
National Hotel, Upper Bedford Place; The Ardmay Hotel, Woburn Place ; The Endsleigh 
Hotel, Endsleigh Gardens ; and the Grafton Hotel, Tottenham Court Road. The first two 
are near Russell Square, the third nearer Euston Station. In every case the member con- 
cerned will receive a billeting ticket through his Branch or Group secretary with the name of 
the hotel to which he is allotted written on it. This he gives up at the hotel in exchange for a 
bed. (For nearest stations to hotels, &c., see notice on inside front cover.) 


A NOTE ON EXPENSES. 

The Birthday Committee is anxious to keep the necessary expenses of individual members 
attending the Festival as low as possible. At the same time everyone will realise that the cost 
of the event to Toc H is considerable: billeting alone will cost over {200 this year. Many 
visiting members are paying as much as, or more than, they can really afford (in some cases 
the price of their railway tickets amounts to several pounds), and Headquarters is very grateful 
to certain provincial Branches and Groups which, without being asked, have sent contributions. 
We appeal to Branches, Groups, and members in or near London, whose expenses are much less, 
to send contributions, however small, to the Birthday Secretary; by so doing they will, in 
effect, be entertaining as guests fellow-members from other parts of the country. 

BIRTHDAY SECRETARY. 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


Ø Mr. J. Ramsay MacDonatp has accepted the Central Executive’s invitation to become a 
President of Toc H. He will not be able to give us much time, for obvious reasons, but he 
writes that “ from what he knows of the activities of Toc H, he will always be in a position to 
give it the most hearty sympathy.” (The other Presidents, as members know, are the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, who has stood by Toc H whole-heartedly since its re-birth at home; 
Lord Plumer, without whose constant support Tubby could never have kept the Old House 
open for three years ; and the Duke of Devonshire, who came in as President of the Cavendish 


Association at the time of its amalgamation with us, and who has given his help to Toc Hin 
the friendliest ways.) 


Ø Sır FREDERICK MILNER and the Lorp Mayor Or BirmincHaM have accepted the 
invitation to become Vice-Presidents. A most touching expression of the former’s belief in 
the truest ideals of Toc H has already appeared in these pages. For the latter, see page 343. 


Ø A whole-hearted welcome to two new Toc H Padres! Papre F. E. Spurway (Taunton 
Branch) has accepted the Birmingham chaplaincy from the beginning of June, 1926; and 
PADRE J. REDROBE (Mansfield Branch) the Sheffield Chaplaincy. “ Robey” will probably 
arrive in Sheffield early in January, and work with Gilbert Williams for a few weeks. Then 
Gilbert will hold the fort in Birmingham until he leaves for Durban. PapreC. L. BARNACLE 
Brown (Maida Vale Branch) will spend a few weeks in Birmingham from about December 14, 
and will visit Branches and Groups in that area before he leaves for New Zealand. 
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g Tue Rev. J. H. Bateson, C.B.E., Secretary of the Wesleyan Royal Navy, Army and Air 
Force Board, has been appointed a member of the Central Executive ; and H. EastwooD 
(Southampton Branch), Area Secretary of Hants, Wilts, and Dorset, with headquarters at 
Southampton. 


Ø Ithas been necessary to re-shuffle the London Padres, owing to Padre Hutch’s departure 
from Woolwich (where the Rev. N. A. C. Coley, his successor at the Cranleigh School Mission, 
has agreed to aét as House Padre of Mark XV) to the neighbourhood of Mark III. ALEX 
Birxmire has now been appointed Padre for London, North and East, and T. C.C. BROCHNER 
for London, South. “ Brock ” will continue to live at Haileybury House, in Stepney, for the 
moment, but the Brothers’ House, Kennington, has been recognised as the proper headquarters 
for the S. London Padre. 


Ø Heartiest congratulations to BourNeMoUTH BrancH, the final Group to be promoted 
in 1925 | 

Ø A suitable house for the first Mark outside British territory has been found in BuENOS 
Arrgs, after a long and arduous search. It has been generously purchased and presented to 
Toc H by an anonymous donor, and should soon be ready for the fine team which is to go into it. 
The beginnings of a House in New York are reported on page 358. 


Ø Toc H becomes more and more alive to the indispensable services of the LEAGUE OF WomMeEN 
HELPERS, and will want to express its good wishes on the framing of a new L.W.H. constitu- 
tion. The L.W.H. has now reached the point when it feels the need of a Council and a Central 
Executive, ele&ed on much the same lines as ours. It will continue to be a separate society, 
closely linked with Toc H, and having the same ideals and objects. The new constitution 
comes before the L.W.H. assembled at its Birthday Conference on December 19. 


@ The recommendation of the First Staff Conference in September that Toc H should, if 
possible, establish a close co-operation with the INDUSTRIAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP has led 
to a fruitful conversation betwcen officers of the two bodies. The I.C.F. Executive Committee 
have agreed on definite means of co-operation, which are, briefly—(1) An exchange of lists of 
secretaries and local agents of I.C.F. and Toc H (this has been done); (2) Toc H to be asked 
to nominate a specified number of members to serve on the Council of the I.C.F.; (3) that 
Toc H be asked to share in the preparation, etc., for local 1.C.F. Crusades; (4) that the I.C.F. 
supply literature to Toc H branches for free distribution ; (5) that there should be a free inter- 
change of specimen literature between the two headquarters ; (6) that Toc H padres should be 
invited to take advantage of the I.C.F. Correspondence Courses on social, industrial, and eco- 
nomic questions. An article on the I.C.F. will appear before long in the JouRNAL 


@ Tue Papres’ FeLLowsutp, to which many Toc H padres belong, is holding another Con- 
ference at the Royal Military College, Camberley, where the Commandant has placed the 
Cadets’ quarters at their disposal from 4 p.m. on January 27 fo 10 a.m. on January 30. The 
general subjeét of the Conference will be “ Youth and the Church,” and there is a new departure 
this year in that the Chaplain-Gencral is co-operating with the Fellowship, and so serving and 
honorary chaplains will come together. The inclusive charge will not exceed 305.; the booking 
fee of 25. 6d. should be sent to the President of the Fellowship, Rev. T. H. Masters, Peterstield 
Vicarage, Hants; or to Rev. H. J. Fleming, Royal Hospital, Chelsea, S.W. ; or to Rev. H. L. 
Miller, R.M.C., Camberley. 

Ø At the request of the Home Office and of the Editor of the Certified Schools Gazette, the 
Heads of INDUSTRIAL AND REFORMATORY SCHOOLS have been told of the part that Toc H can 
play in the “ after-care ” of their boys. Jobmasters, please note | 
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Ø THe“ Quirs ” Nauricat CoLLEGE at Pevensey Bay, Sussex (the Warden of which, Harold 
Quartly, is a Toc H member), wants our members who are interested in likely boys to know 
that it has vacancies in the New Year. Candidates for admission must be middle-class orphan 
boys of good standard, education, and physique who wish to be trained as future officers for 
the Merchant Service. Boys must be of about 153 years of age, able to pass a strict medical 
and educational test, and be members of the Churchof England. Only orphan and friendless 
boys are accepted, and their training and maintenance are gratis. Apply to the Warden. 


Ø The Editor proposes herewith the health of two notable contemporaries, the Toronto Toc H 
Journal, Number 5 of which has lately reached him (it goes from strength to strength), and The 
Forerunner, the cyclostyled news-sheet of Toc H Australia, issued from the Melbourne Head- 
quarters. The last named is to give place to a serious friendly rival of ours, to be called 
Light. Tubby writes to “ Top” Baster, the editor: “ While ‘ Edison Dick Mimeograph’” 
(clearly the brother of “ Lady Gestetner ” who used to produce the old news-sheet out of 
which the Toc H Journat arose) “ has done its work marvellously, you will have to be printing 
before long. And the tooter the sweeter, say we all!” 


Ø SECRETARIES List, November Alterations and Additions :—(a\ New Groups : CHRIST- 
CHURCH (N.Z.), S.G. Lester, 12 Webb Street, St. Albans, Christchurch ; HARPENDEN, G. Stubbs 
“Wynton,” Rothamsted Avenue ; MELTON Mowpray, H. P. Pestle, “ The Hazels,” Sealford 
Road; Newrorr (Mon.), J. S. Parry, “ Helensburgh,” Risca Road; PENZANCE AND W. Corn- 
WALL, Capt. W. G. Ward, 33, Belgravia Road; Pertu (W. Australia), Don Cleland, Box 202, 
Perth; ScarBoroucn, H. H. Heather, Graham Sea Training School ; SourHEND, H. F. Boosey, 
39, Crowstone Road South, Westcliff-on-Sea; SOUTHGATE, J. Wilson, 20, Stamford Road, 
Friern Barnet, N.11; F.M.S. Branch has now formed “ Wings ” as follows—Perak, Clifford 
Oakley, Ratanni Estate, Teluk Anson; Kuara Lumpur,G. W. Lawes, Assistant Commissioner 
of Police, Kuala Lumpur ; Uxnripce, R. W. Victor Hart, 252, Cowley Road. 

(b) Change of Secretary : BELFAST, Queen’s University secretaryship now vacant; BLACK- 
BURN, R. Markham, The Parish Church ; Epinpurcu, L. C. Greig, 87, Warrender Park Road ; 
GOLDERS GREEN, R. S. Pearson, 57, Templar’s Avenue, N.11; HUDDERSFIELD, C. Avery, 64, 
Parkgate, Berry Brow; LANCASTER, G. H. J. Burrows, Bath House, Bath Street ; NOTTING- 
HAM, H. S. Hibbins, 59, Carrington Street; SpETISBURY-CUM-CHARLTON, G. W. Bennett, The 
Hill, Charlton-Marshall, Dorset ; WAKEFIELD, G. Waterhouse, Normandale, Bradford Road ; 
Wuirsy, T. H. Walker, 22, Elgin Street; Wican, G. Hilton, Meeks Buildings, Rowbottom 
Square. 

(c) Change of Address : East Lonvon (S. Africa) Secretary to c/o C. T. Closs, Hebbes Street, 
Cambridge, near East London ; LIGHTCLIFFE, Secretary to Chapel House, Coley, Northowram, 
Halifax. 

(d) Correftion : Leicester Secretary is A. S. Wates (not A. R. Water as previously printed). 
+ (e) L.W.H. New Groups : CoaLviLLe, Mrs. Gibson, Glencoe, Meadow Lane; STREATHAM, 


Miss Phipps, 44, Brudenell Road, Upper Tooting S.W.17. Change of Secretary : MANSFIELD, 
Miss L. V. Garratt, 93, Moor Street. 


TOC H SCOUTING AND ROVER NOTES 


Rover ConreRENCE.—Will all Toc H Rovers coming up for the Birthday 
Festival note that the Rover Conference will be held at 4.30 p.m. (not 
4 p.m., as previously announced) on Sunday, December 20, and will 
conclude at 5.45 p.m. This is not a long period, but we have to take such time as we can get 


$5) 


and make the best usc of it. Ihe Conference wil] be held in the Chapter House, Southwark 
(St. Thomas’s Street, opposite Guy’s Hospital). Tea will be provided at 6d. each. 
* = * * 

PROGRESS OF THE YEAR.—Toc H Rovering has doubled during the year. The figures 
given of aétual Rovers for 1924 are approximate as no definite system of registration was then 
in use, and those for 1925 arc an under-statement, as one troop and three patrolshave not yet 
made a return of their members. The figures are as follows :—December, 1924—7 Troops, 
6 Patrols, 170 Rovers; December, 1925—15 Troops, 12 Patrols, 282 Rovers. Troops and 
Patrols which have not yet sent in particulars of membership, or whose officers have changed, 
are asked to notify the Rover Secretary at H.Q. at once. 

* * * ne 

New Parrots.—Two Patrols of Toc H Rovers are being started in Cambridge, so Oxford, 
which has had a successful Troop for some time, will have to look to its laurels. A new Patrol 
is reported from Shotton. 

BLackBurn Toc H Troop anp Pack.—‘* Biff” reports—‘ We have now been in existence 
about cightcen months and have 24 Scouts and 12 Cubs. We are not mere * Badge hogs,’ but 
up to date we have gained 97 Proficiency Badges, and twenty-five more out passing : every 
Scout is at least 2nd Class. Our Troops will be helping on Christmas morning to feed about 
3,000 poor kiddies.” 

* * x * 

CHILLIWACK (B.C) Scours.—S. Leslie Brice reports—‘‘ Our Scouts got away to a ripping 
Start early in September. The inauguration meeting was held on Lord Byng’s birthday, 
September 11, proclaimed a School holiday by His Excellency when he visited Chilliwack last 
July. Eighty-two boys and a sprinkling of adults turned up, almost overwhelming the little 
group of Toc H members who had undertaken the organisation of the Troop; however, with 
the very able assistance of a well-trained Troop from the neighbouring town of Abbotsford, 
we spent a delightful evening with plenty of keen interest from the local boys. The Toc 
Emmas gave a helping hand by feeding the visitors before their return motor journey of 26 
miles over the mountains. (So well described by Tubby in the August Journat.) Following 
advice from experienced scouters, “‘ Start small, grow slowly, keep small,” we are first training 
a Leaders Class of 18, in the meantime taking all interested boys on a hike every other Saturday ; 
these hikes are proving a great attraétion, and we feel that our little group has made a real 
success for its first effort in community life. In the first flush of victory, so to speak, comes a 
murmur of a break in our ranks; we are losing our beloved Padre Ragg; his departure 
coming at a time when our Group has at last achieved what he has worked and hoped for for 
a number of ycars, the re-organisation of Chilliwack Scouts, is a deep regret to us, and we know 
is a keen disappointment to him; we cannot however, begrudge his going to 2 wider field, 
and wish him God speed to Winnipeg, taking comfort in the thought that our loss will be a real 
gain to them.” 

* * * x 

ist Harotp Woop Troor.—H. F. Manning reports—“ Our Troop is progressing well in 
numbers (24 Scouts, 23 Cubs) and in work. We took part in the Romford Cottage Hospital 
Carnival on O&ober 3, and made a creditable show considering the short time we had been in 
existence. We gave our first display on O@ober 27, at the War Memorial Institute, before 
Distri@ Commissioner Pike, Colonel Wane from Headquarters and other officials. We took 
£7 in 6d. tickets, and could not get all the people in who wanted to come. The show was 
enthusiastically received. Our finances have now been put on a sound basis, thanks to this 
display and to the assistance given by the local L.W.H. in September.” 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


ALDERSHOT.—The chief event of the month was a wonderful service held on Armistice 
evening, conducted by the Branch padre and attended by 70 members, L.W.H. and friends— 
a record for us. A family party followed. We intend to repeat our Christmas tree for 100 
of the poorest children in the town on Boxing Day. Mito. 


AUSTRALIA : Perth.—Tubby has come and gone, but not before he laid the foundations 
of Toc H here, and became enshrined in the hearts of those he left behind. What would not 
anyone give to work for such a man and such a cause! On September 18 he initiated eight of 
us, five for Perth Group and three for Guildford Group, and on the 22nd, he added two more to 
the latter group. Pitture if you can, the scene of the finale—a grass plot about ten yards 
square, bounded by an old school and the back of some shops; in the middle a rickety trellis 
on which grows a creeper. The moon is at its zenith, the city sleeps. We decide to Ict 
everyone know that Toc H is well and truly born, so we gather round Tubby who leads a score 
of lusty pairs of lungs in “ Rogerum”’—no less. At the last lines Tubby’s hands caress the 
crossbar of the trellis above him, but it protests at his weight, and he lands “ feet firm.” 
Since that night both Groups have got to work in all earnestness, and we are now keenly 
awaiting the advent of Pat (Sad to say he never got there—see p. 341—Ep.). Western Australia 
sends the best wishes to all groups in the Eastern States, and would say that, although ’tis 
said that “ East is East and West is West, and never the twain will meet,” East will meet 
West in this great brotherhood into which we have been called. D.C, 


BELFAST.—We laid a wreath on Armistice day. A new meeting place has been found in 
the Textile Tea Rooms, Donegall Square ; very satisfactory, but enthusiasts want a house 
or permanent headquarters. The Newsboys’ Club is to be opened on November 30. An 
effort is being made to supply all institutions and hospitals with books and magazines. A 
scheme of le€tures in the prison has been prepared. Whist drives at the U.V.F. and Craigavon. 
Another whist drive and dance to raise funds. Visiting at the hospitals continues. Discus- 
sions have included “ Fire-proof Houses” (Mr. R. J. Welch) and the “Modern Novel” 
(R. D. Williams). Waddell has returned from Canada with greetings from Winnipeg, and we 
have had quite an epistle from Toc H in Australia, and a message from Shields. Par. 


BRIGHTON.—During the morning of Armistice day, with the help of our L.W.H., we 
co-operated with the British Legion in sclling poppies, and at our cvening meeting we held a 
discussion on “ That the best way to celebrate Armistice day is to encourage world brother- 
hood instead of Nationalism.” Torrington and Tyrer read papers and a brisk discussion 
ensued. We are seeking some useful form of corporate service in the town, but the difficulty is 
that so many members are already pledged to definite jobs of social service. Marr. 


BRISTOL.—Thursday evenings have been good this month: Foster talked on the “ colour 
question ” and provoked a good discussion. Archie Powell gave us racy reminiscences of life 
before the mast, coupled with much sound advice. Colonel Wyatt told us a lot about the 
League of Nations and left us more hopeful of peace. Another evening we discussed the 
Branch Birthday Party: the date is now December 12, the Dean will preach, and supper, 
with sing-song afterwards, is at the Cadena Café. November 11 found Mark IX out with 
poppies before breakfast catching the early worm (and colds), and in the evening we went 
en bloc to hear our Warden preach at Clifton Parish Church. DINGLE. 


CHELTENHAM “A” GROUP.—One Thursday evening a meeting was held in the lefture 
hall of the Y.M.C.A. for all those interested in work for boys after leaving school. Col. Murray 
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took the chair and gave an account of what Toc H in Cheltenham was doing in this direftion— 
the branch is running a successful Boys’ Club in St. Peter’s parish for the last three years, and 
“A” Group in finding work for boys and girls, in co-operation with the Juvenile Employment 
Bureau of the Education Committee. He said he had found parents and employers very 
appreciative and ready to help. Padre Hutchinson (late of Woolwich, now of St. John’s, 
Waterloo Road, London) conduéted the ceremony of “ Light,” and spoke on “ The adventures 
of boys’ work.” He stressed the need for respeé and sincerity, and the avoidance of senti- 
mentality and favouritism in dealing with boys. He spoke of the peculiar difficulties of the 
adolescent and his response to frank religion and to personal friendship such as Toc H could 
offer. Many practical points arose in the subsequent discussion. 


COVENTRY.—Brevity this month may be taken as an indication of busyness : jobs are 
plentiful and members happy. We kept Armistice by a service, conduéted by our padre, on 
November 11, and by going officially twice on Sunday to the Cathedral, where our Lamp 
burnt on the altar. Dotty. 


DONCASTER.—This group has never felt so pleased with life: we have a splendid crowd 
of recruits and a new job very worth while. On Sunday, O&ober 25, we held a campaign after 
much preparation, to bring Toc H before the young men of the distrit. Padre Garaway of 
Hull preached in different churches morning and evening, and Watson of Hull took on the 
Free Churches. 150 men came to a public meeting in the Guildhall in the afternoon at which 
“Clarky” (late of Oxford, now of Lincoln), Arthur Lodge, Garaway and Watsonspoke. Asa 
result we had over twenty new applicants for membership at our group meeting on Oétober 27 ; 
“Gaiters ” of Sheffield came over formally to initiate our old guard with the Sheffield Lamp. 
Apart from our regular jobs of Scouting and Boys’ Club work we are taking a hand in investi- 
gating cases for the Red Cross and Order of St. John Emergency Help Fund, and have 
dealt with about thirty cases in a month and half. General Mends and Miss Cudworth, of 
the Fund, came on November 10 to give us a talk on the running of the job. We took part in 
the Waifs and Strays Bazaar, and an anonymous person, not unconneéted with the group, has 
offered to double any sum we raise up to £100 for the new Infirmary Building Fund: we make 
a start with a whist drive on December 17. Meetings at 8 p.m. on alternative Tuesdays 
(December 8, 22, &c.), above Doncaster Autocars, Hallgate. Drs. 


LEAMINGTON.—Our progress has been slow owing to constant changes of group officers. 
We have recently lost our secretary, who is now training as a missionary, we have had three 
padres in nine months, and our president, Dr. Miles Atkinson, died on November 10. He gave 
the second Lamp to Toc H and endowed a room in memory of his son forone branch. Our new 
padre, Rev. J. Welham Clarke, is going to talk to us on December 14. Members are helping in 
Boys’ Clubs, the Home for Incurables, Sunday Schools, &c. TINY. 


LINCOLN.—Alex Birkmire’s visit on O&tober 18 is resulting in an increase of membership ; 
we were glad to welcome many Grantham and Sleaford members that day. On Sunday, 
November 8, we held our Armistice service in St. Giles’? Church, and on November 16, Mr. WwW. 
Dixon, of the National Council of Social Service, visited us and gave us plenty to think about. 
Members are fully occupied with work at the Mental Hospital and Boys’ Club. Meetings 
fortnightly at 7.30 p.m., at 24, Westgate. TED. 


LONDON FEDERATION.—A series of seven Talks for Boys’ Club Workers will be given at 
Mark VII, 15, Fitzroy Square, W.1, on Tuesday evenings, from 8 to 9.30 p-m., Starting on 
January 19th. An expert will talk each evening on such subjeéts as the boy’s characteristics, 
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home and employment, the Club worker’s qualifications, and Club organisation and manage- 
ment. Discussion will follow each talk. R.R.C, 


(a) Mark I—Meetings at 8 p.m., December 9, Business ; December 16, Padre Hutchinson; 
December 23 ; December 30, Boys’ Club night; January 6, Business. 


(b) Mark III—Our November guest nights have been a great success. On the 4th Mr. Love 
(London Hospital) spoke on “ The Evolution of Surgery ”; on the 18th the Drama League 
presented Facing the Music, which was exceedingly well a&ted ; on the 25th Major Brown spoke 
on “ Welfare Work in Factories.” Dr. Creighton-Miller speaks on December 2, and Padre 
“ Hutch ” on December 9. Our Branch Birthday will be held on December 15. 

WRASSE! 

(c) Brixton—The Group is now twenty-five strong, and since the Y.M.C.A. have generously 
come to our assistance with a room which is A.x in every way, we are no longer homeless A 
rousing address from Calkin on “ Jobmastership ” has so inspired our jobmaster that work 
falls about like snowflakes ever since. Padre Stevens of this group gave us an address on “ The 
Problem of the Slums,” which is soon to be followed up by a Saturday afternoon visit to the 
slums under his guidance. Besides individual jobs, we are now represented on the Lambeth 
Social Council, are colleéting literature for the ““down-and-outs ” at Field Lane Institution, 
and are about to Start visiting Brixton Prison. Meetings at the Y.M.C.A., Brixton Road 
(opposite the Police Station). Guest night on December 14, at 8 p.m. : William Wilkes (Secre- 
tary of Field Lane Institution) on “ Helping the down-and-out for over eighty years.” 


(d) Esher—Our numbers are steadily going up, and various jobs are in hand, of which more 
anon. Meetings on alternate Mondays at the Sandown Corner House, at 8.30. 


(e) Islington—With meekness we record that the Islington Group exists no more: it has 
been promoted to Branch*status. During the past few wecks the branch has had some of its 
finest meetings. Not the least of these were two Communion Services held on Armistice 
morning. Dr. Draper, of Tollington School, on “‘ The Boy,” Mr. Philpot on a “ Talk on Talk,” 
and Alderman Montford, of the Islington Borough Council, have been some of our recent 
speakers. Themembershup of the branch now exceeds forty but, although this number is far 
from adequate to meet the demand for jobs, extensive recruiting methods are not being 
adopted. On this point it is worthy of mention to say that “ Sawbones’s ” article in the 
November JOURNAL is to receive our earnest attention. Work at the L.C.C. Institute at 
Gifford Street is progressing well. Meetings : December 4, Padre Brochner ; December 11, 
J. Chipperton (Kennington Jobmastcr) on “ London’s gold mines”? ; December 18, Branch 
supper; January 11, 1926, Dr. L. Browne (Mark VII); January 20, Tic Toc Concert (write 
to Branch secretary for particulars and tickets). 


E) Kingston and Surbiton—By the gift of his mother, our Lamp is to be dedicated to the 
memory of Frank Murphy, killed in ation. It will be kept in the Padre’s Church, St. Luke’s, 
A Torch Club has been started in a poor distri with about thirty members. Among other 
things we are assisting Rotary in an attempt to attra€t young people from the Streets on 
Sunday evenings by means of good-class concerts after church hours. The K.& S. Central Aid 
Society, an old-established institution, are doing us the compliment of inviting our co-opera- 
tion. Future Events : December 16, Annual Meeting ; February 3, Dedication of the Murphy 
Lamp, celebration of Branch status and Second Anniversary. PETER. 
(g) Romford —Although we cannot be described as having the pen of a ready writer, it mus 
not be inferred that the Romford Group is anything but very much awake! We are glad to 
State that the Medical Officer reported in the local Press that no harm has been done to the 
patients in the Infirmary by the Sunday visits of Toc H. We have had a ripping talk from 
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“Uncle Harry”; “Skipper ” has visited us, and dosed us with large quantities of bacillus 
sconticus, so that a new Troop is now in a@tive existence, run by one of our fellows, and we 
hope to Start a Toc H Rover Patrol very soon. The Tic-Tocs have also visited us, and we had 
a really topping show, to which Barkis added that note of vision which we try to keep before 
us; and amongst many other things, we have learnt all the secrets of the Daily Chronicle 
through a member of its staff. Best of all, we have all made real friends. And behind 
it all, during that minute’s silence of remembrance, we do reach upward and grip their hands, 
for whose sake we try to “ carry on.” : 

(h) Stepney— Meetings at Haileybury House, Durham Row, High Street, Stepney, every 
Thursday at 8 p.m. (Station: Stepney Green, Distri& Railway.) December 3, Initiation 
Ceremony and Business; December 10, Colonel Ronnie Campbell on “ Physical Fitness ” ; 
December 17, Jobmaster of Brothers’ House on “ London’s gold mines ” ; December 24, no 
meeting ; and December 31, Informal night and “ morning.” 


(i) Streatham—NWe are bubbling over with the joyful news that we have been promoted to 
aBranch. Asa result of our Ladies’ Night, held on O&ober 20, a keen group of the L.W.H. has 
Started. ’Tis said, “ Music hath charms,” so hath the lady who so kindly presented us with a 
new piano on the anniversary of Armistice Day. Meetings are held at the Streatham Hall. 
Guest nights, 8 p.m. December 8, Mr. E. S. Hadley, “ Railway Safety and Welfare Work a 7 
December 22, Capt. Price, “ Talk on Travel”; January 1 1th, 1926, Mr. L. D. Martin, 
“China”; January 18, Barkis, “ Hunter’s Paradise.” At St. James’s Church, Holy Communion, 
on December 18, at 8 p.m. At the Congregational Hall, Drama League, on = 15. 

IPPO. 

(j) We Ham—A very interesting and instructive talk was given by C. H. Ward, Esq., 
Secretary of the West Ham Municipal Alliance, on Friday, November 13, at the Den, upon the 
subjeét of “ Poor Law.” Our sphere of work has been greatly extended in consequence. We 
have hit upon a new idea for imparting self-confidence to our members. Fifteen minutes are 
set aside at Business Mectings for onc member (drawn by lot at the previous meeting) to give 
a talk upon some subject of particular interest to himself which, he hopes, will interest us. 
“Tom” is next on the list, and will expound upon “ Paper-making ” at our meeting on Phone 
ber 4. We feel that this procedure is helpful in assisting members to do their “ jobs ™ eti- 
ciently. H. J. B. 

(k) London Sports Club : Soccer.—The record of the 1st XI in the Southern Amateur League 
todateis: Played 6, won 6; goals for 30, against 8. Some splendid games have been piayed, 
and our “ friendlies ” with Luton and District Football League and the Midland Bank stand 
out among them. Three of our players—Charlie Thompson, Tommy Lyttle, and Stanley 
Scott have been seleéted on several occasions to play in representative games for the S.A.L. 
and A.F.A. 

The Reserves have shown in-and-out form, but this is to be expeéted in view of the number 
of times the r&t XI have called on their resourees. This is a strenuous season for the Reserves 
as they have taken over all the Public School fixtures from the rst XI, and this means @ 
considerable amount of travelling. Their most creditable performances have been the 4-4 
draw (with ten men) against Westminster School, and their win, 6-1, against Lanciog College. 

The “ A ” Team, which is being cared for in a wonderful manner by “ Leather,’ undoubtedly 
has some budding internationals. A m 

Generally speaking, our record to date is satisfactory, but every effort is needed from mem- 
bers to turn out regularly, so as to enable three representative teams to be put into the feid 
every week. This in fairness to our opponents. Every Toc H member who joins the Soccer 
Club is assured of first-class games Mick RILEY. 
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(m) Entertainments Sedion—A_Toc H Orchefira is now in process of formation, and its 
direétor, Leslie Chorley, 24, Wellmeadow Road, S.E. (to whom all inquiries should be addressed) 
is anxious to get in touch with amateur musicians who would be kind enough to help. A’cello 
is particularly needed at the moment, and if anyone has a library of music, which he would be 
prepared to lend, or could put us on the track of someone with a library, Chorley would be very 
glad to hear from him. The Entertainments Committee consider that by now an orchestra is 
a necessity, both as an auxiliary to the Drama League and Concert Party, and as an independent 
unit of the Entertainments service. J. WA. 


MIDDLESBOROUGH.—Arthur Lodge came over and formed a new group at Grangetowa. 
We gave them a good send off and thoroughly enjoyed the family atmosphere of the first 
meeting. During the month, in addition to regular jobs, we stewarded a concert in aid of the 
local Tuberculosis Home and a Cafe Chantant for the Settlement. On Armistice Sunday Padre 
George Boddy preached at St. Cuthbert’s Church on Toc H, and afterwards re-dedicated our 
Lamp with the impressive ceremony of “Grand Light”; on November 11 we had a short 
evening service, addressed by a Mission to Seamen friend. We are sorry, for our own sakes, 
to have to record George Boddy’s promotion from St. John’s to York. 


How can a jolly Branch wag its flag So Ict’s have a banner for Middlesbrough, 
When it hasn’t got a flag to wag ? And finish off a decent job: 

All the other Branches, you will find, Then the debts of the treasurer will go up 
Have got a little flag, all well designed— From a guinea to sixty bob! 


How’s that for a résumé of a business meeting ? Edward Chapman of Mark II is here 
playing in the “ Farmer’s Wife’ company at our Opera House, and will address our next 
Guest-night ; his visit is a delight to us. JOBMASTER. 


NEW PORT.—After three attempts a group has successfully been set going in Newport. 
Since last August meetings have been held fortnightly. We have been in touch with Cardiff 
all the time, and thanks to their help are now well away. On Saturday, November 21, 
Wallie Jones, the Cardiff Secretary, brought over a “ gang ” of his fellows, together with Padre 
Hawkins of Mark IX, Bristol (who was down at Cardiff on Friday), bringing their Lamp with 
them. After Supper, the Ceremony of Light was performed for the first time in Newport, 
after which we were initiated. Although we are only eight in number, and have not yet got a 
room, we hope to grow during the winter, and already look forward to a very successful 1926. 


NEW YORK.—The first Guest-night for the New York Group was greeted with a down- 
pour of rain, but, in spite of it, twenty-five men came together to hear something of what Toc H 
is and wants to do. Temporary headquarters are already established at the Lake Delaware 
Boys’ Camp Club, 165, East 61 Street, which has been offered free of all charge to Toc H by the 
heads of the club, Mr. Robert L. Gerry and the Rev. James L. Whitcomb. Padre Grant is 
living there and makes it his work-shop. ‘There are no facilities for hostellers or meals, so that 
certain features of a guest-night are necessarily out of question just at present. Brother Hart, 
a Scotch schoolmaster of Staten Island, pleaded for tea, but the American indifference to 
that beverage prevailed. The New York Group has the rare good fortune of having as one 
of its members, Major Arthur de Bles, who was Town Major of Cologne after the Armistice, an 
officer of the brigade of which Pat Leonard was Chaplain. He was the guest of the evening, 

and spoke most interestingly of the spiritual aspeéts of the War. He knew the old House ia 
Pop, and Tubby and Pat in a&ion, so that the American beginning is not without links with 
first beginnings. Two former members of Mark XIV, Manchester, were present, Nevilk 
Colthurst and Alfred Slater. Ours is not yet a group in the real sense of the word, but it i 
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only because there have not been sufficient meetings. The next gueést-night will see Sawbones 
in our midst if his plans for a trip to New York carry through. It will be a great boon?to 
have some onc fresh from the thick of things in England to give us first-hand knowledge. 
It is quite possible that we may make possession nine points of the law and keep him. It 


can’t be that Toronto has more interesting problems than New York is presenting. 
P.McN.G. 


NORTHAMPTON.—On O€ober 14 we entertained a number of “ Fatherless Boys ”; at 
HQ., and generally gave them a good evening, which was repeated for other boys on November 
11. On O&ober 15 we held a very successful dance at the Salon for funds for the Scout 
Troops; we run a whist drive on the last Wednesday of each month for the same objett. 
On Oftober 21 the Rev. H. E. Lumsdale gave us a talk on the Waifs and Strays Society, and 
on November 4 we invited several leading citizens to our guest-night when “Oogaf” told 
them all about us in his best style ; we afterwards held a short service in the Chapel of Remem- 
brance. Mr. E. F. Leach, County Commissioner of Rovers, spoke to us on November 18 Our 
own Rover Troop is taking;root. Members attended All Saints Church together to observe 
Armistice day. R.L. 


NOTTINGHAM.—Ourconcert party, the“ Tic Toc Toos,” are now awell-organised and well- 
balanced unit in our forces, and “‘ Sally ” as Stage manager and “ Shorty ” as their secretary, 
are working with a willing team. During November they have given seven concerts in aid of 
such diverse objeéts as the Poor Children’s Christmas Fund, the Nottingham Boy Scouts, the 
Padre’s Fellowship, the Cripples’ Guild, &c. We feel that we have developed a sufficient 
degree of maturity to take on the responsibilities of a parent, and are now trying tostart two 
daughter groups, one in an industrial area and one in a rural area. H. S. H. 


RUGBY.—The Auétion Sale which we organised on behalf of St. Dunstan’s was a huge success. 
In the circular issued to the residents of Rugby we asked for anything from a pin to an elephant, 
so we had safety pins to a china elephant. The gross proceeds reached the splendid sum of 
£73 115. 4d. We are glad to report that two members have taken the duties of Officers in the 
localC.L.B. Company. On Thursday, November 5, we tackled another job by opening a boys’ 
club in one of the poorest parts of the town, and we look forward to good results from this 
venture. Members had the opportunity of seeing the “ Wipers ” flm on November 16, and 
everyone appreciated the glimpse of the old House at Pop and the modest guest-house. Next 
Meeting at Hobley’s Bun Shop, High Street, December 8, Lieut.-Col. E. D. Miller, C.B.E., 
D.S.O., on “ Sport.” Junio. 


SALFORD.—If, as he confessed, “Oogaf” truly felt nervous at being amongst his own 
people, he will know now that a prophet sometimes is honoured in hisown country. His home town 
sees too little of him, but now that he has pitched his tent in the neighbouring city, Mark XIV 
is hoping for several return visits. The reaching of our second milestone was suitably cele- 
brated with an “ Olde Englyshe Birthday Evening,” when, amongst our many visitors, we were 
particularly glad to welcome a strong contingent from the Wigan Group. It wasa night which 
revealed the fellowship side of Toc H at its best—fertile soil, indeed, for Padre Ben Pollard’s 
call to us to carry the Light farther afield. The way has been prepared for some months in 
certain quarters, and the Branch hopes very shortly to be able to chronicle the birth of its first 
offspring. Moved by the fa& that numbers of apprentices are wellnigh Stranded in a Strange 
land whilst their ships are in port, we decided early this year to arrange a scheme whereby 
every week each new ship arriving in Salford Docks is visited by certain of our members con- 
veying a hearty invitation to its junior officers and apprentices to make use of Mark XIV so 
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long as they are in port. From the chaps, splendid fellows all, whom we have come to know in 
this way we learn how much they appreciate this little act of friendiiness. On Armistice Day 
there was a crowded gathering at the 6.30 Celebration in the Cellar Chapel, with its altar 
bedecked with Flanders Poppies and a beautiful wreath of laurel and poppies, sent by some 
anonymous friend, resting on our Unknown Soldier’s Cross. Our joyous anticipation of the 
return of our well-beloved Pilgrim has been increased by a missive from “ Tubby,” in which he 
says: “‘ Toc H is coming true: so turn your sustaining prayers into sustained thanks-giving 
and thanks-living.” Wirow., 


SHEFFIELD.—We are glad to say that our House has been for some time, and seems likely 
to continue, full and, indeed, overflowing. To say what we owe to our Padre and Mrs. Billy is 
impossible ; and, now the worst is over, they are off to Africa! Our Annual General Meeting 
is just over, and Ronald Matthews is still our President and Douglas Leng our Chairman. We 
have suffered a good deal from removals and promotions ; among others, Darkie Webster has 
gone to Aberdeen and Chamberlain to Nottingham, and we are shortly to lose Mr. and Mrs. 
Skipper, whom everyone loves. Jobs are pretty frequent. Besides the permanent jobs— 
clubs, M.D, cases, hospitals, personal service, and the like—on which most of our members are 
engaged, we have supplied stewards for many funétions, helped to run several flag-days, 
assisted at the War Memorialopening, and manyotherthings. Of speakers we have had a good 
selection, notably our excellent talk by the Bishop, a chat on “‘ Newspapers ” (with a visit to 
the Sheffield Daily Telegraph), and we are promised a visit soon from General “ Tim ” Haring- 
ton, Meetings every Wednesday, at 8. December 2, Waifs and Strays; December 23, no 
meeting ; December 30, Branch Birthday Party; January 6, Children’s Party. Mac. 


SLEAFORD.—The Branch attended services on the morning of Armistice Day, and the 
evening was the occasionof a splendid Toc Hgathering at the Apprentices’ Wing, Cranwell Aero- 
drome. Escorting Barkis from Sleaford, we were warmly welcomed by Pop and the boys in the 
Y.M.C.A. Hut. The proceedings opened with “Grand Light.” Members moved towards the Lamp 
in two files, singing “O Valiant Hearts” asa processional, and when in position, Barkis took his 
place on the platform and conduéted the ceremony. After the Silence trumpeters sounded the 
“Last Post.” Initiation of eleven new members followed, and the ceremony concluded with 
the singing of the Battle Hymn. The company were now entertained to tea, and judging by 
the laughter and conversation there were no Strangers present. All were then paraded for 
fatigues—to prepare a dining hall for the refreshment of between 500 and 600 boys who were 
meanwhile enjoying a dance in the gym. What a sight when they were all seated—wearing 
carnival hats,&c.! Toc H worked with a will, and quickly had them supplied with all they 
required. After justice had been done, the company adjourned to the cinema, where a cabaret 
show, “ Brighter Cranwell,” was given by the members of Cranwell Wing, assisted by Freddie, 
of Sleaford. This part of the programme was arranged by A/A G. W. M. Dunn, and the party 
could have no doubt that their efforts were fully appreciated by the audience, who loudly 
cheered every item. Barkis spoke in the cinema, and gave a short talk on what Toc H is out 
for, which will no doubt bear valuable fruit in days to come. We had W/Comdr. Murray, 
S/L Lloyd, Rev. Jago, and F/O Piggott present with us, who expressed their delight with the 
show. The experience of Armistice Day, 1925, will not soon bc forgotten in the branch, and 
we feel that the cause of Toc H was advanced at Cranwell by this most stirring gathering. 

Tiny. 


SOUTH AMERICA: (a) Mendoza.—{Extract from a letter from the Group Hon. Secretary 
to the Hon.General Secretary, 11.10.1925.) “ InMendoza our total British community, including 
babes-in-arms, is under 250, and probably not much over 200 really, so that our sphere of 
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activities is somewhat limited. There are three or four existing British institutions, which we try 
to reinforce as much as we are able, and we are always looking out for opportunities. We feel 
quite jealous of B.A. and Rosario. A port town in this country is much more important than an 
inland one, though we in Mendoza make all the wine for the country! . . . You will have seem 
in the papers how H.R.H. was held up in Chile owing to the snow in the Andes, so that when he 
did eventually arrive in Mendoza there seemed to be no time for anything beyond glimpses 
here and there. Some of our members were fortunate enough to be able to get down to Buenos 
Aires and be present with the B.A. Branch when H.R.H. attended a meeting. H.R.H.’s 
visit will have been a great help to Toc H in this republic. . . Our padre is the Rev. H. T. 
Hutchings, whose address is . . . Flores. Flores is in Buenos Aires, so that the padre’s 
parish is some 800 miles from East to West. He comes up here once a month. Another 
point which he touches every month is Junior F.C.P., where there is quite a colony, I believe, 
as the Pacific Railway have their workshops in that town. Possibly, or, better, probably, Toc H 
will get going there before long.” 


(b) Rosario.—(A cutting from the Buenos Aires Standard of 22.10.1925.) “ The members 
of Toc H have kindly come forward to preside on Saturday evenings and to assist 
the Mission in any possible way. Will they please accept the thanks of all those concerned in 
the Mission to Scamen’s Work ?” 


TYNESIDE CONFERENCE.—(a) Mark XV III—AIl goes as well as can beexpetted, though pro- 
gress is slow. Our “camping out” days, when buckets of water and plenty of soap were to the 
fore, are now but a pleasant memory of the past, and the family of eight living in the house 
have a reasonable amount of comfort and a choice of rooms when they have time to sit down, 
which isn’t very often. We are trying to maintain the original idea ofa mixed team of hostellers 
each doing a definite job of service, and helping personally in the domestic departments, ia 
such ways as making our own beds, keeping our rooms clean, and aćtıng as hosts on different 
evenings of the week to all those who come to our door. In this way, we manage with very 
little domestic “ staff,” and although our little tasks sometimes seem arduous, they do help us 
to realise that we are privileged in living here and that as hostellers we must keep up to scratch 
on the Service side of things. We are sorry to lose “ Stars,” and Mark IV, Manchester, are now 
lucky in having him as hosteller. Our domestic current account has a balance, though small, 
on the right side. A word about memorial rooms—the club room when completely furnished 
will be a memorial to our Elder Brethren of the Durham Light Infantry and Northumberland 
Fusiliers, our quiet room a memorial to old Scouters. The largest bedroom in the house is a 
memorial room to Lieut. Angus Scott, another bedroom is being furnished by an uoknowa 
donor in memory of the Unknown Warrior, and the hostellers’ Study in memory of Marc Noble, 
a grandson of Lady Noble. The Newcastle branch is to furnish our dining room and the Gates- 
head Branch our Chapel. In the latter case, all the furniture is being made by the members of 
the branch with help from the Gateshead L.W.H., so that we shall in course of time have a 
Toc H Chapel of very great value to those who come to kneel there. The next time Tubby 
comes up North he will have a Home to come to, with lots of attics in which he can hide to 
write sermons. L. A. 


(b) Craghead.—Since the last report we have had a visit from the Rev. Ellison of South Moor, 
who gave us an Ax talk on Service, the only fault being that we had no chance to bring up a 
discussion. On the 8thwe took a part in the Service of Remembrance, Dauber placing a wreath 
at the foot of the War Memorial. We are still house hunting, as, not being Eskimos, the 
present weather up here is not at all suitable for our project, which is a Boys’ Club. Best 
wishes to all. Meetings, Church Institute, Wednesdays, 7.30 p.m. LamMy. 
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(c) Cullercoats.—We are a dozen strong, and several young fellows are showing their interest 
in the movement by attending our meetings. The jobs which we have so far undertaken in- 
clude a house-to-house collection for the Tynemouth Blind Welfare Society, prison “ after 
care ” work, and the raising of sufficient money to endow a Settler’s Hut at Wooley Sanatorium. 
Some of our members are learning the deaf and dumb alphabet with a vicw to offering their 
services at the local Mission to the Deaf and Dumb. Meetings every Wednesday at 13, 
Huddlestone Street, at 7.45 p.m. 


(d) i arbam.—The branch has been unfortunate in losing Colman, our Jobmaster. We have 
members qualifying as referees to assist with boys’ games, and a great effort is being made to 
form a minstrel troupe for the benefit of the workhouse inmates, hospitals, &c. A social 
evening in conjuntion with the Toc Emmas was held on Oftober 21. We must begin to dig in 
this winter in dead earnest. Meetings, December 1, 15, and 29, in the Wesley Guild‘Room, 
Old Elvet, 7.30 p.m. 


(e) Felling —The group is still alive and greatly concerned with a new projett, to wit, a 
boys’ club—long hoped for, sometimes despaired of, but now in the?making. It will provide 
work for all the members, some of whom, of course, already have personal jobs, but as there 
has been great difficulty in the past in providing all with jobs, this new big opportunity to 
prove our worth makes us very thankful. Meefings every Thursday evening, 8 p.m., at 
St. Albans Sunday School. 


“Y) Gateshead—Tnroughout the branch a yeneralistiffening up has been the order of the day. 
Our list of members has been revised, and we are now 42 enthusiastic fellows ravening for more 
work, of which there is evidence of a superabundance in the near future. This is very encourag- 
ing, and in our next we hope to give an account of things actually accomplished. Sunday, 
November 15, was Rememberance Day in Gateshead. A service was held in the Parish Church 
and was attended by the Civic Authorities and a full parade of the gth D.L.I. Our Lamp is 
dedicated to the fallen of this Battalion, and was accorded a fitting place during the ceremony. 
The Lamp was then placed on the Town War Memorial, where a further short and appropriate 
service was held. Our choral Society (L.W.H.& Toc H) are having a busy time. Last week 
they gave two concerts in the Royal Victoria Infirmary, where the patients are still progressing. 
On Monday, November 23, we held our weekly meeting at Mark XVIII, Newcastle, with 
guests from South Shields, Newcastle, Cullercoats, Felling, and Hebburn, and we all had the 
greatest pleasure in meeting “Gibby ” of Bradford, who spoke to us on the problem of the 
“Down and Out.” What he said gave us to think furiously, and has shewn us one more 
avenue of service in Toc E. Meetings every Monday evening, 7.45p.m., at the Bensham 
Settlement. LEATHER. 


(g) Hartlepools.—Since our last report the Library which welhave collected has been trans- 
ferred to the Cameron Hospital, and is now running successfully. At the present we have no 
corporate job, but all our individual jobs are progressing favourably. We ran a small dance 
a few weeks ago for Toc H members, which was quite successful, and there are now hopes 
of bigger affairs. Meetings each Tuesday at 7.30p.m. Missions to Seamen (“ Light” at 8 p.m). 

SCOTTIE. 


(b) Hebburn-on-Tyne—There have been distinct rumblings here for some time, and at 
any moment there may blossom forth another twig on the Christmas Tree of Toc H. Padre 
Vic Hill and about 20 youthful enthusiasts have been meeting together each week as though 
they were an official group of Toc H, learning from each other and generally making up their 
minds that Hebburn needs Toc H. L. A. 
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(i) Newcastle —The Branch is now progressing splendidly, and we find Mark XVIII a very 
comfy and jolly mecting-place. Our work, individual and corporate, is Steadily increasing. 
We are undertaking several jobs at Christmas in giving the kiddies and others a good time, 
and a colle€tion for crippled children at the local Theatre. The Direftor of Newcastle Broad- 
casting Station, B.B.C., is giving us a talk on January 20, and other prominent local gentlemen 
are booked for the winter. Meetings every Wednesday, at Mark XVIII, at 8 p.m. 

PITMAN. 


(j) South Bank.—Since our last report we have had visits from Padre Garaway, who initiated 
few members, and Les Abdy, who spoke on the responsibility of being a member of Toc H. 
The group rallied round when a new baby was born in Grangetown on November 9, and assisted 
Arthur Lodge on the important occasion. On November 5 we co-operated with Middlesbrough 
in providing stewards for a concert in aid of the After-care of Tuberculosis patients. On 
November 11 members attended the Armistice Service in the Parish Church, and our group 
padre conducted the service. The sadness of the occasion was increased by the bereavement 
of Taffy, whose son was killed at his work in South Wales. The sympathy of the group goes 
out to those who remain to mourn. The group is feeling tremendously bucked since receiving 
notification that it has been raised to Branch status. Several blazer buttons have been found 
since the Secretary read out the news. The donor of our Lamp is our padre, the Rev. W. H. 
Baddeley, who is presenting it in memory of his brother, who was reported missing Oftober 23, 
1918, and afterwards reported killed. The branch can only show its appreciation of the 
honour conferred upon it by its padre by furthering the aims of Toc H. Davies. 


(k) South Shields —Our boys’ club is now entirely free of debt, thanks to the labour of mem- 
bers and the kindness of friends. With a fair proportion of members attending study classes 
this winter term, it is difficult to have bumper meetings. The Rev. James Armour, brother of 
Pat Armour, of Belfast branch, is our padre-eleét. We had a wonderful night at his initiation, 
when Mr. J. Bridge, the donor of our Lamp, was present and called us to render service without 
looking for a reward. Oxo, of Mark XVIII, Newcastle, also contributed. Mr. David Allan 
has been along to tell us of his work as a Police Court Missioner. His 35 years’ experience has 
taught him to have broad sympathies with the first offender, and he has promised to permit us 
to have a share in the welfare work. We have had a letter from Tubby.— Meetings, Thursdays, 
at 8 p.m., Missions to Seamen, Mill Dam. SCRIBBLER. 


WIGAN.—Our group is established in a large room in the centre of the town, where we hope 
before long to start a boys’ club. Recently a number of our members produced The Merchant 
of Venice, which is expected to provide the money for necessary articles for the boys. Two 
ofour members are on the After-care for Consumptives Committee,two on the local Workshops 
for the Blind Committee, and one on the Labour Exchange Committee. Five or six are enthu- 
siastic scouters, and others are taking up the cause of the Church Lads’ Brigade. A few weeks 
ago we organised two successful efforts to bring the produéts of the blind before the public, so 
as to increase the demand for them, and we took advantage of the offer of the use of a picture 
theatre (of which one of our members is the manager) and its staff for a matinee on behalf of the 
blind. Nearly £30 was also raised for the same cause in Pemberton. A junior Rugby football 
team, which used to hold its meetings in a public-house, now uses our club-room—we believe, to 
their benefit. G. H. 


WIMBORNE.—Vor the last zix weeks thear has been sich g’wains on down here, it do vair 
*maze I, an’ I got a job to start tellen ee all abaut it. Zomeo’ our vellers went over to Bourne- 
mouth t’other day (tis vairly hand to Wimburn), an’ they Hampshire bwoys be a tideish 
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happy group, an’ gie’d us a voine welcume, an’ we had our photos taken along wi’ ’em. Now 
they do tell J, ’tis a Branch ; well, good luck to’em. Our jobmaster an’ a vfew hefty stripleas 
have put up a gurt pole an’ a wireless gadget, wi’ a loud speaker, at our Poor Law institute. 
He said ’twere only zixty pounds’ wuth, so we be araisin’ the money zome way or t’others, wi’ 
gurt hopes ©’ asettlin’ the bill by next Wednesday’s whist drive. What wi’ lectures on Shake- 
speare an’ English history, our guest-nights be a villin’ up purty well, an’ zome of the visitors, 
look’e see, do join up wi’ our branch. Awnc o’ our members be talkin’ “ Scouts, zays he, must 
be thought upon,” an’ zoo twill be, or I beant a Darzet man an’a Toc Aitcher. Armistice 
Sunday we paraded with the British Legion for an aunited Service at the Minster, carried out 
banner for the first time, presented our wreath, composed of Lord Haig’s Fund poppies, and 
our padre preached at the evening service on Toc H. The Lamp was Jit and placed in the 
chancel of the Minster for the afternoon. G.M.L. 


LEAGUE OF WOMEN HELPERS. 


CHELTENHAM.—The branch sends Christmas greeting to our sister branches. We are 
still very much alive, and have got our girls’ club going two nights a week. There are about 
20 members, and we believe plenty more are comiog along. The blind are being visited in their 
homes weekly, and fortnightly at the institute for games and music. We have visitors now for 
the Hospital, Poor Law Institution, and Home for Incurable Women at Gloucester, also regular 
visiting to a girl who is very ill. We are pleased to have been able to co-operate with Gloucester, 
and hope to do so again. At our last meeting Mr. R. I. Gardner, member of Toc H, gave an 
interesting address on the history and work of St. John’s Ambulance. E. F. U. 


LONDON.—At a guest-night, at New June, on November 1., the South London Branch 
being hostesses for the evening, ran a debate on “ The Modern v. the Victorian Girl,” Padre 
Hope acting as chairman. A Modern opened fire with a spirited account of the great advan- 
tages she and her kind have over their elder sisters. This drew a vigorous reply from one of 
the Ancients present, who, by the way, served for four years in France and made a habit of 
being mentioned in dispatches. Her main line of argument was that the pioneers of all forms 
of women’s work were Vitorians, who, in the face of bitter opposition, opened the gates of 
knowledge through which the Georgians only had towalk. Many different points were raised 
on both sides, though at times some of us were slightly hazy as to whether we were discussing 
Miss 1832 or Miss 1890, or both. The Moderns won hands down when the vote was taken, 
though if all the Ancients had been stri€tly honest, the poll for youth would have been even 
heavier. The chairman gave us an admirable little talk at the close of what was an experi- 
ment well worth trying. E. H. 
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